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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 5374 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PFOR, VN 

SUBJECT: AMERICANS IN VIET-NAM 

1 . SINCE SHORTLY AFTER FALL OF SAIGON, WE HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING 
CASE OF FORMER USG EMPLOYEE TUCKER GOUGELMANN, WHO REMAINED 
BEHIND IN SAIGON. GOUGELMANN WAS TAKEN FROM ASTOR HOTEL 

AND IMPRISONED IN EARLY JULY, 1975, AND HAS NOT BEEN HEARD 
FROM SINCE. ONE AMERICAN WHO DEPARTED SAIGON AUG 1, 1976, 
UNDERSTOOD THAT GOUGELMANN HAD BEEN TAKEN TO THE NORTH 
PERHAPS TWO MONTH EARLIER. ICRC OFFICIAL LEARNED IN JULY, 

1976, THAT AN AMERICAN, BELIEVED TO BE GOUGELMANN, DIED AT 
CHI HOA PRISON THAT MONTH. SINCE THEN, WE HAVE HEARD THAT 
THE AMERICAN IN QUESTION WAS PROBABLY YOUNG RATHER THAN OF 
GOUGE! .MANN'S MORE ADVANCED AGE. 

2. A BANGKOK BUSINESSMAN (APPARENTLY SINO-THAI), WHO 
CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN FRIEND OF GOUGELMANN FOR PAST 
THIRTY YEARS, REPORTED MAR 1 1 THAT HE HAS RECEIVED 
LETTERS FROM TIME TO TIME FROM GOUGELMANN'S VIETNAMESE 
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FAMILY IN SAIGON. LAST LETTER WAS WRITTEN 6-7 WEEKS 
AGO AND JUST RECEIVED BANGKOK. FAMILY SAID IT BADLY 
NEEDED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, AND BUSINESS MAN IS 
ENDEAVORING TO SEND MONEY ITS WAY. 

3. ALTHOUGH WRITTEN IN VERY OBLIQUE TERMS. FAMILY'S 
LETTERS HAVE INDICATED OVER PERIOD OF TIME THAT 
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GOUGELMANN WAS HELD IN SAIGON FOR ONLY SEVERAL MONTHS 
BEFORE BEING TAKEN TO THE NORTH. IT IS UNCERTAIN FROM 
CORRESPONDENCE WHEN HE WAS RETURNED TO SAIGON. 

SOURCE IS UNABLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER GOUGELMANN IS 
NOW (A) UNDER HOUSE ARREST. LIVING WITH HIS FAMILY, OR 
(B) LIVING AGAIN AT ASTOR HOTEL. LAST WORD GOUGELMANN'S 
FAMILY COMMUNICATED WAS THAT HE IS ALIVE AND WELL. 

4. SOURCE SEEMED SINCERE IN CONVEYING INFORMATION TO 
EMBASSY. IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY HOW RELIABLE IT IS. 

BUT IT GIVES REASON FOR HOPE THAT GOUGELMANN REMAINS 
ALIVE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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